COMMENT. As might be expected, parental negative response to pediatric headache is an important factor in causation of functional disability and behavioral problems associated with recurrent pain. To prevent the development of behavioral problems, parents of children 11 years of age and younger should reinforce symptom-free periods and use distractions and supportive comments in response to pain-related behavior. Parents of adolescents should be over solicitous and should avoid negative or punitive responses.
HEADACHE AND CHIARI-I MALFORMATION
The clinical features and pathogenesis of headache associated with Chiari-I malformation and syringomyelia are reviewed from the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium. The incidence of headache reported with Chiari-I malformation has varied from 12 to 58%. In a retrospective review of 62 cases of syringomyelia, only two had headache as a presenting symptom. Chiari-I headache is paroxysmal or protracted, occipital in location, aggravated by Valsalva's maneuver, effort, cough, and postural changes, and correlates with the degree of tonsillar herniation. Syringomyelia may coexist with Chiari-I malformation, but has no relation to the occurrence of headache.
